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Abstract

This research aims to examine the interpretive concepts and legislative intent regarding the law on
arrests in flagrante delicto (flagrant offenses), specifically focusing on the phrase "an offense committed in the
presence [of the official]." In Thailand, the principle governing arrests for offenses committed in the presence
lacks a definitive standard of interpretation. This ambiguity allows officials to interpret the law beyond its
legislative intent, potentially leading to the arbitrary abuse of arrest powers. Employing a documentary
research methodology, this study analyzes Thai legal literature, statutory provisions, and scholarly opinions.

The findings reveal that the interpretation of "an offense committed in the presence" in Thailand is
divided into two primary schools of thought: The Literal and Strict Interpretation Approach: This view posits
that the offense must be perceived exclusively through the official's visual sight, requiring physical actions to
be actively witnessed as an offense being committed under the Penal Code. The Broad Interpretation

Approach: This view extends the scope of perception to include other human senses beyond sight alone.

Furthermore, analyzing the legal challenges and tactical aspects of in flagrante delicto arrests is vital
for maintaining public order and balancing state power against individual rights and liberties. Arrests without
a warrant often spark controversies regarding the scope of authority and human rights infringement. This
article analyzes these legal and tactical issues to equip graduating non-commissioned police officer students
with the ability to execute arrests correctly, in accordance with legal principles and international standards.

Ultimately, mastering in flagrante delicto arrests serves as a critical tactical skill in police training—essential



for effective law enforcement, security maintenance, sharp decision-making, and the protection of citizens'

liberties, thereby ensuring the safety of both officers and arrestees in professional practice.

Keywords: Arrest, Flagrante Delicto / Red-handed Crime, Police Non-commissioned Officer Students, Safety
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